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Refugee Week, 17 – 23 June 2012  
Refugee Week highlights the importance of refugee-related issues, recognises the indomitable 
spirit of refugees and celebrates their achievements and stories. Activities to celebrate the occa-
sion will occur across the country throughout the week. For more information visit 
www.refugeeweek.org.au. 
 

Launch principal organisers 
 
The Refugee Council of Australia 

The Refugee Council of Australia (RCOA) is the national umbrella body for refugees 
and the organisations and individuals who support them. It has more than 160 organi-
sational members and 700 individual members. They aim to promote the adoption of 
flexible, humane and constructive policies towards refugees, asylum seekers and dis-
placed persons by the Australian and other Governments and their communities. 
www.refugeecouncil.org.au  
 

The NSW Service for the Treatment and Rehabilitation of Tor-

ture and Trauma Survivors (STARTTS) 

STARTTS helps refugees and asylum seekers recover from their experiences and build 
new lives in Australia. Their services include counselling and psychotherapy, group 
therapy, activities and outings, camps and other specialised services for children and 
young people,  physiotherapy, psychiatry, legal advice and community development.   
www.startts.org.au 
 

Friends of STARTTS 

Friends of STARTTS supports the work that STARTTS does. They assist STARTTS by 
raising funds for specific services and educating the wider community about our col-
lective responsibility to assist torture and trauma survivors to build new lives. Mem-
bers of FOS raise funds and awareness for STARTTS’ work, teach English to refugees, 
help out at camps for children and young people, raise awareness about refugee issues 
and organise events to celebrate refugees’ lives. 
www.friendsofstartts.org  
 

Australian Refugee Film Festival 

The Australian Refugee Film Festival is a volunteer, non profit organisation whose 
aims include facilitating the rehabilitation of trauma survivors through creative arts 
and film projects and to generate awareness of local and international issues related to 
human rights and refugees.   
www.australianrefugeefilmfestival.org  
 
 
This event could not have been held without the sponsorship and support of the following: 
 
 

http://www.refugeeweek.org.au
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.au
http://www.startts.org.au
http://www.friendsofstartts.org/
http://www.australianrefugeefilmfestival.org


 

Program  
    
  
 
 2:00pm  Opening 
    Refreshments will be available 
 
 2:20pm  Musical Performance 
    South Sudanese Women’s Performance Group 
 
 2:35pm  Welcome and Acknowledgement of Country 
    Ricardo Goncalves, MC 
 
 2:40pm  Introduction to the Dario Palermo Refugee Art Exhibition 
    Mr Jorge Aroche, CEO, STARTTS 
 
 2:45pm  Official Launch of Refugee Week 
    Mr Phil Glendenning, Chairman, Refugee Council of Australia 
 
 2:50pm  Keynote address 
    Ms Yarrie Bangura 
 
 3:10pm  Presentation of the 2012 Humanitarian Awards 
    Mr Jorge Aroche, CEO, STARTTS 
 
 3:40pm  Introduction to the Australian Refugee Film Festival 
    Mr Gary Taylor, President, Australian Refugee Film Festival 
 
 3:45pm  Screening of films 
 
 4:45pm  Close 



 

2011 Humanitarian Award Winners 

Every year, as part of Refugee Week , STARTTS, in conjunction with the Refugee Council 

of Australia, gives Humanitarian Awards to those individuals or organisations making a 

difference to refugees in NSW. These awards are a chance to acknowledge and thank those 

who have made a significant contribution towards refugee issues in their chosen field. 

 

Refugee Community Worker – Nasiba Akram 

Nasiba arrived in Australia as a refugee from Afghanistan in the 1980s. She has since devoted the 

last 30 years of her life to assisting and supporting refugees from across the world, but particu-

larly those from Afghani and Palestinian backgrounds. Over the years she has sponsored and 

supported over 90 families to settle in to Australia, has provided shelter to homeless refugees 

from the Afghani community and to vulnerable women in domestic violence situations, and has 

assisted in the establishment and running of several community associations and charitable or-

ganisations. Now working as Exit and Quality Coordinator at SSI, Nasiba has been recognised as 

a role model for SSI staff due to her dedication, passion and hard work. For this, she has earned 

the nickname “the mother of SSI”. 

 

Refugee Supporter – Amrit Versha 

Amrit has been working in the community sector for the past two decades. Over this time she 

has made a significant contribution to the refugee sector through her work. She has managed a 

number of NGOs, including setting up the Humanitarian Settlement Services Program at SSI, 

and has instigated many successful education and consultation projects with refugee communi-

ties. She now works at South West Sydney TAFE where she continues to advocate for the rights 

of refugees. Through her broad contribution to the refugee sector over many years Amrit has 

made a significant difference to many refugee communities in Sydney and beyond. 

 

Youth – Emma Hayman 

Emma is a Year 11 student at Mount Saint Benedict College in Sydney, with a strong passion for 

supporting refugees and asylum seekers. As part of the school’s Social Justice Group, she has 

taken a leading role by participating in Homework Tutoring, writing letters to businesses for do-

nations, organising Family Fun Days and supporting people in Villawood Detention Centre by 

donating items and communicating with them through videos and cards. She is also keen to 

spread the message beyond the school and has been engaging the local community in promoting 

equality for refugees. She has become a mentor for many of the younger students at the College 

and her contributions have been instrumental in educating students about refugee and asylum 

seeker issues. Her passion and determination is inspiring for someone of her age. 



Media – Sally Lee 

As a reporter for the past three years with the Fairfield and Liverpool Champion, Sally Lee has 

consistently produced thoughtful and engaging articles about the many refugee communities in 

the Fairfield and Liverpool area. Sally has shown a genuine interest in learning more about the 

stories of these communities, and has presented these stories to the wider public with sensitivity 

and empathy. By taking the time to listen and engage with the subjects of her articles, Sally has 

been an important voice in the media presenting another side to the refugee story. 

Legal – Emma Stephens 

Emma is a Solicitor with Shine Lawyers in Sydney. For the past two years she has been working 

closely with asylum seekers in detention, particularly those who have had their initial applica-

tions rejected or are appealing decisions. She has provided her services free of charge to ensure 

that asylum seekers have access to legal representation where needed. She has also gone beyond 

this role, advocating on behalf of her clients – particularly those with mental health problems – to 

ensure that they are receiving appropriate care. Emma was nominated for a Humanitarian 

Award by one of her clients in detention who stated that Emma’s help has made a ‘great differ-

ence’ to his situation. 

Sport – Stephanie Kyra and the Bankstown Berries Football Club 

Stephanie Kyra, George Markos, Taz Markos, George Daskalopoulos and Louis Theofilopoulos 

are a group of coaches, managers and parents at the Bankstown Berries Football Club. Over the 

past couple of years they have been working very closely with young men from Africa who are 

taking part in the football team. Many of these boys are refugees from countries such as Sierra 

Leone and Guinea. Not only have they supported their access to football by organising transport, 

registrations, physiotherapy and much more, they have also accepted these boys into their lives 

and homes, to the point that they now call each other family. They have gone above and beyond 

to not only provide these refugee boys with access to football, but also to help ease their transi-

tion into Australian society as a whole. 

Education – Hana Sadiq 

Hana has worked at Miller Intensive Language Centre for 10 years, and is now working as the 

School Support Liaison Officer (SLSO). Hana fulfils a wide range of responsibilities supporting 

students who are having problems at school, and families who are experiencing difficulties with 

language and settlement. Hana runs information groups for parents and is deeply dedicated to 

the parents and students she works with as she understands how important it is to obtain the as-

sistance and support they require in their community language, as they navigate the require-

ments of the schooling system.  Hana’s commitment to the students and parents she supports is 

obvious on a visit to the school, seeing her calmly negotiate the multiple demands asked of her. 

This award also recognises the importance of all School Support Liaison Officers across NSW, 

who play a vital role in smoothing the transition of refugee students and parents into the school 

system, which for many is a new and intimidating environment, but which is made far easier by 

the support the SLSOs provide. 



Rural and Regional – Jodie Braiding 

Jodie has worked in the area of English language teaching for refugee and other ESL students for 

more than twenty years, and in her current role as ESL New Arrivals Program Officer - Rural & 

Regional, since 2006. Jodie has worked tirelessly and over a long period of time to support teach-

ers of refugee students in rural and regional schools in NSW.  Through her far reaching support 

Jodie has contributed enormously in building teachers’ knowledge of the issues faced by refugee 

students and their families in settling into and learning in our school system. Jodie has sacrificed 

a great deal of her personal and family time to travel the state and train teachers and schools in 

supporting these students. Through her work schools have been able to provide supportive and 

educationally inclusive environments for students of refugee backgrounds. This has supported 

students in achieving success academically, ultimately increasing their options vocationally and 

building on their hopes for a future in Australia. 

Jodie instigated and now monitors a network of Teacher/Mentors to assist the teachers of newly 

arrived students in rural and regional schools across NSW. It was this group of Teacher/Mentors 

who collectively nominated Jodie. However, she would like to accept the award on behalf of all 

the ESL teachers, School Support Liaison Officers and ESL Teacher/Mentors across regional 

NSW as they are the ones, in her words, “who make a difference in the lives of young refugee 

students by providing them with the best possible education”. 

 

Business – Graeme Sanderson and the Bhutanese Refugee Employment Project 

For the past 12 months Graeme has run a pilot program placing and supporting Bhutanese refu-

gees in employment in Wodonga and Albury. Graeme has been very effective at engaging em-

ployers so that they can see the opportunity for their business, and a range of local businesses are 

now employing Bhutanese staff. Graeme has been very proactive in assisting when there are dif-

ficulties or confusions in the workplace, and in demonstrating to local employers how the Bhu-

tanese work ethic and vision to provide for their family can be of benefit to local business. Grae-

me's advocacy has succeeded particularly in assisting employers, other employees and the Bhu-

tanese to communicate and understand each other. 

 

Best Project – Ros Horin, Michelle Kotevski and The Baulkham Hills African   

Ladies Troupe 

The Baulkham Hills African Ladies Troupe is a theatre project 3 years in the making, directed by Ros 

Horin and produced by Michelle Kotevski. Non-professional refugee women teamed up with 

professional performers to chronicle the African refugee experience in a highly entertaining yet 

thoughtful manner. Not only an exceptional piece of theatre, it was also an incredibly transform-

ative experience for the performers and audience alike. The Baulkham Hills African Ladies Troupe 

has made a mark on Sydney’s cultural and social landscape, tackling difficult issues with artistic 

merit. It just completed a sell-out season at Riverside Theatre, and will be opening at Belvoir St 

Theatre in August. 



 

Aghnar Niazi—Concorde (detail) 

Fatemeh Ibrahim Habibi—History’s Loom Hedar Abbas Abadi—Craving 

Nawal Khatiwada 



 

Mawaj Alhaideri Aghnar Niazi—Icon of Baghdad 

Farzin Fardin— Hope is a glowing colour Joma Khan Jafari—Untitled 



 

DARIO PALERMO REFUGEE ART EXHIBITION 

 
This year’s exhibition chronicles refugee artists from the last three decades. Starting with those fleeing op-
pression in South America in the 1980s through to the lone painting by a woman and her children cur-
rently in detention, the exhibition showcases artists who have already made a significant contribution to 
the Australian arts scene, through to those for whom this is their first exhibition. It is a tribute to artistic 
excellence and human resilience at the same time. 
 

The Refugee Art Exhibition was originally started by Dario Palermo for Friends of STARTTS. Since Da-
rio passed away in 2006, the exhibition has been continued in his memory. Some examples of Dario’s work 
are also on display in the exhibition. 
 

Selected artists from this exhibition will also show their work as part of the Heartlands Refugee Art Prize 
in Melbourne, and a further exhibition organised by STARTTS will also open at the Fairfield Gallery and 
Museum on the 29 June 2013. 

 

Artist Profiles 

 
Aghnar Niazi came to Australia in 1994 to find a safe home for herself and her family away from 
the war in Iraq. She studied Fine Arts at the University of Baghdad, gained a Masters degree in 
1990 and worked as a high-school art teacher for several years. In Australia she has continued to 
practice and develop her art, and has been involved in many community projects and art exhibi-
tions around Sydney.  
 
 
Carlos Barrios grew up in El Salvador where his childhood was shaped by archaeology and vis-
its to ancient sites. At the age of six he ventured into painting and collage and discovered a 
strong desire to create pictures of his world. During adolescence he continued painting and 
drawing through the country’s decade-long civil war. As an established Sydney artist, Carlos 
continues to find that his arts practice heightens awareness, raise questions and reveals insights. 
 
 
The Fairfield Intensive English Centre Art Group – These works are the culmination of a youth 
art project run with Iraqi, Assyrian, Chaldean and Chinese young people at Fairfield High 
School. 
 
 
Farzin Fardin migrated from Iran in 2002. In Iran he graduated from the Art School of Soureh as 
a makeup artist, and also worked as a sculptor, cartoonist and painter. He was nominated in 
2002 as the best Iranian TV make-up artist. Farzin came to Australia because he wanted his wife 
and children to experience life in a democratic country and to live in a place where they can 
freely grow up and live their lives no matter what their personal beliefs. His colourful works use 
bold imagery and symbols to express secular and religious bonds to develop the idea of letting 
go of the strict and fanatical aspects of beliefs and experience boundless enjoyment of freedom as 
one’s own potential and right. 
 
 



 
 
Fatemeh Ibrahim Habibi studied graphic design in Iran and after arriving in Australia she be-
gan painting in detention. Since leaving detention she has been pursuing her dream of establish-
ing herself in the creative industries in Australia, whilst at the same time being a mum. Fatemeh 
was able to take part in this exhibition with the support of Brighter Futures at Wesley Mission. 
 
 
The Gay, Lesbian, Transgender, Bi, Intersex and Questioning Refugee Art Group is a new 
group run by STARTTS for refugees and asylum seekers from the GLTBIQ community. Wishing 
anonymity, the group members have been granted or are awaiting asylum based on sexuality or 
happen to be from a sexual minority who were politically persecuted.  
 
 
Hedar Abbas Abadi was born in Iraq, where he studied Fine Arts. There his exceptional talent 
brought him to the attention of Saddam Hussein who forced him to work in his palace. After 
fleeing Iraq in 1992 he spent years in exile in Jordan, where he produced many works that de-
picted the horrors of war and his own traumatic experiences. Hedar has lived in Australia for 8 
years and has exhibited nationally and internationally. He has already won five prizes for his 
work in Australia and most recently has held solo exhibitions in Martin Place Gallery in 2011 and 
the Sydney Opera House in 2012. 
 
 

Idil Abdullahi completed a Bachelor of Fine Arts from the College of Fine Arts (CoFA— UNSW) 
majoring in Ceramics, and curated her first group exhibition with Auburn City Council titled 
“African Diaspora”.  She sees herself as a “story teller” by means of the visual arts to communi-
cate issues and ideas that are significant to herself and the communities she works with. Her cur-
rent work explores the impact of enforced separation from familiar places and that of building 
new connections and relationships to a new environment. 
 
 
Joma Khan Jafari is of Hazara background from Afghanistan and has taught art and calligraphy 
at universities in Afghanistan and Iran. His latest exhibition opened at the Peacock Gallery in 
Sydney. His practice spans painting, photography and graphic design. 
 
 
Mahmoud AbuQutmah is a Syrian graphic artist and former University lecturer. He is trying to 
rebuild and renegotiate his practice in Australia. He is finally reunited with his children and 
partner and is currently using his skills to design a brochure for STARTTS.  
 
 
Marcel Abdelmasieh is a Coptic Sudanese who is interested in painting and drawing. The art-
work represents restoring hope through acceptance, acknowledgement of humanity and social 
justice in life. 
 
 
Mawaj Alhaideri is sixteen and has been drawing since she was a child. Her role model is the 
English artist John Virtue. 
 
 
 



 
 
Nawal Khatiwada was born in Bhutan. When he was nine years old he and his family walked 
across the border to India and then caught a truck to Nepal. After spending seventeen years in 
Nepal, he came to Australia on a humanitarian visa in 2010. He has been interested in art and 
painting since childhood. Despite growing up as a refugee in Nepal he made a strong determina-
tion to continue his study in fine arts as a professional. Since arriving in Australia, he has further 
sought to pursue this study and is enrolled at TAFE to further develop his skills as he finds the 
cultural and artistic expression to be very different between Nepal and Australia. 
 
Ramin Khorshidi – “Let me not beg for the stilling of my pain, but for the heart to conquer it.” Ramin 
lives in Sydney. 
 
Ranjini is of Sri Lankan Tamil origin and is currently in indefinite detention with her two chil-
dren.  
 
Shahad Hamadi is a 20 year old Iraqi Mandaean who has been in Australia for two years. Sha-
had is currently studying Year Twelve and loves drawing, singing, playing soccer, tennis, piano 
and dancing Tango.  
 

Nawal Khatiwada—Unseen Reality 



STARTTS, The Refugee Council of Australia and the Australian Refu-

gee Film Festival would like to thank the many volunteers who freely 

gave their time, skills and enthusiasm to make this event possible. 

The Refugee Council of Australia 

www.refugeecouncil.org.au 

STARTTS 

www.startts.org.au 

The Australian Refugee Film Festival 

www.australianrefugeefilmfestival.org 

Artwork this page by Farzin Fardin. 

Central pages by Joma Khan Jafari 


