MODERN CONFLICTS

A Human
Tragedy
M
ore than 2.5 million Syrians
have fled their homes since the outbreak of the civil war
in March 2011, taking refuge in neighbouring countries or within Syria itself. One million Syrian refugees
have settled in neighbouring countries, although the
actual number might be higher.
The number of refugees could triple by the end of
the year if it continues at the current rate, according
to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). “If this escalation goes on, we might
have in the end of the year a much larger number of
refugees, two or three times the present level,” the UN
higher commissioner, Antonio Guterres told reporters in Ankara. “Syria could become the world’s worst
refugee problem area, ahead of Afghanistan and Iraq”,
he said.
Many refugees have fled to Jordan (332,297),
Lebanon (332,297), Turkey (185,000). Some have even
fled to Iraq (106,697) despite the uncertain security situation in that country; others have travelled to North
Africa (8,262).
In March an average of 10,000 people were crossing borders a day. Many flee under the cover of night,
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arriving frightened and exhausted and often with only
the clothes they are wearing. This is a sad illustration
of a crisis that is bringing unbearable pain and suffering on a massive scale. It is also putting much pressure
on scarce resources and funding and causing tensions
among local communities.
Life in most refugee camps is very hard, scorching
hot in summer and freezing cold in winter. Charity
organisations are struggling to meet even the most
essential needs of refugees and the UNHCR reports
that funding is drying up. It has now announced plans
to cut basic aid programs to over 400,000 Syrian
refugees in Lebanon because of lack of funding. Yet
funding is vital to ensure food, clean water, schooling
for children, health and shelter.
Children particularly are enduring much pain.
Many have been orphaned as a result of war. They have
witnessed horrific violence and tragic loss.
This is a human tragedy that demands immediate
action from the international community in the form
of political mediation and funding for humanitarian
programs.

A Syrian man, resident of the Jabal Badero neighbourhood whose house was destroyed, reacts as others inspect the damages, after an alleged missile strike two days earlier in Aleppo, Syria, February 2013. Six children were among those killed.
PHOTO: EPA/BRUNO GALLARDO
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Syria Azaz Border Camp, February 2013. PHOTO: Thomas Rassloff
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Refugees waiting to cross the Turkish border at the Syria Azaz Border Camp, February 2013. PHOTO: Thomas Rassloff
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Refugees inside their tent prepare for Winter in Jordan’s Za’atri Camp. PHOTO: UNHCR/B. Sokol

A HUMAN TRAGEDY

19

A Syrian woman comforts her grandson in the arrivals area at Za’atri refugee camp. In recent weeks there has been a rise in
the number of relatively wealthy Syrians fleeing to Jordan and more female-headed households have been making the journey.
December 2012. PHOTO: UNHCR/B. Sokol
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Refugees employed by the Norwegian Refugee Council, a key UNHCR implementing partner, carry metal sheeting that will
be used to create a covered kitchen area outside a family’s tent. December 2012. PHOTO: UNHCR/B. Sokol
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Trucks pull pre-fabricated homes through the centre of Za’atri camp. UNHCR is working to relocate about 2,000 refugee
families to these homes, which provide better protection and insulation in winter. December 2012. PHOTO: UNHCR/B. Sokol
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