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guest presenter profile – a/prof andre renzaho

A/Prof Andre Renzaho is a Public Health and Nutritional Epidemiologist 
with expertise in the area of complex humanitarian emergencies and 
development aid. He has worked with a number of United Nations 
agencies, government organisations, international non-government 
organisations, and the tertiary education sector in Australia and overseas. 
He did not become an academic until 2007 when he took up a position 
as Senior Research Fellow at Deakin University. He was promoted to 
Principle Research Fellow (Associate Professor) in 2010 within four years, 
in recognition of his research outputs and service to the community. His 
responsibilities have included growing a research team and program 
through the creation of the Migration, Social Disadvantage and Health 
Program (of which he is the director).

 

‘applying an acculturation lens for better working 
with refugee families and communities’

New and emerging communities experience varying inequalities while 
seeking to settle in Australia. Evidence shows that the level of inequality 
varies according to the degree of cultural transition. Acculturation has 
actually become a dominant framework used to explain disparities 
among minority groups. A/Prof Renzaho will show how social exclusion 
and alienation impact on the physical and socio-psychological health of 
people from refugee backgrounds and, how families, communities and 
service providers can respond to these challenges. Drawing on a study 
about parenting styles among migrants and refugee communities living 
in Melbourne, A/Prof Renzaho will demonstrate how programs seeking 
to improve the health and welfare of refugees, need to accomodate the 
cultural and social dimensions that shape their lives in order to assist 
them address intergenerational issues.

startts  

Community Evening Seminar

program

Registrations and refreshments 6.00pm 
(Gold coin donation encouraged for food)
Address 6.30pm 
Jorge Aroche 
CEO STARTTS
Guest Speaker Presentation 6.35pm 
A/Prof Andre Renzaho 
Deakin University
STARTTS Case Presentation 7.05pm 
Mohamed Dukuly 
Families in Cultural Transition Project Officer
Questions and discussion 7.25pm
Closing remarks 8.00pm

target group
Suitable for all government and non-government service 
providers particularly those working in the community 
sector and community based associations.

cost
Free if you attend in person 
$5.99 to watch the live broadcast

registration essential
To attend in person:  
Online: www.startts.org.au (go to CD evenings page) 
Phone: (02) 9794 1900 (enquiries)

To watch the live broadcast:  
Online: www.startts.org.au (go to CD evenings page)



about startts
The NSW Service for the Treatment and 
Rehabilitation of Torture and Trauma 
Survivors helps refugees recover from 
their experiences and build a new 
life in Australia. We are committed to 
promoting excellence in both clinical 
and community development practices 
and invite speakers recognised as 
experts in their field to do presentations 
relevant to the treatment and rehab–
ilitation of torture and trauma survivors. 
Please refer to STARTTS’ website 
www.startts.org.au for more details 
of our clinical, community service and 
training programs.

Venue
STARTTS 
152-168 The Horsley Drive, Carramar NSW

(Enter STARTTS by car from Mitchell St)

Bus Route 904: Liverpool – Fairfield – Liverpool 
Bus Route 905: Bankstown – Fairfield – Bankstown

10 min walk from Carramar Train Station  
15 min walk from Fairfield Train Station

startts presenter profile – mohamed dukuly
 
Mohamed works for STARTTS as a part of a team that runs the Families in 
Cultural Transition (FICT) program. He was born in Liberia and later sought 
refuge in Nigeria fleeing from the civil war in Liberia. He arrived in Australia 
in 2005 and has more than 7 years experience running groups for refugee 
individuals and families. Mohamed is a regular conference presenter and 
is a highly experienced trainer of refugee issues. In addition to his work as 
a FICT Facilitator and trainer, Mohamed is an accredited Family Dispute 
Resolution practitioner. He holds a Bachelor degree in Education and post 
graduate qualifications in Social Science and Family Mediation. Mohamed 
is presently undertaking a Master of Social Work. 

‘assisting cultural transition using the fict program’
In this presentation Mohamed will explore how a STARTTS designed 
group-based program called Families in Cultural Transition (FICT) assists 
refugee individuals, families and communities deal with the impact of 
differential acculturation. He will present a case study of a FICT group 
from ‘Community X’ who were experiencing challenges around parenting, 
relationships with their adolescent children, and general family functioning 
as a result of an acculturation gap, that demonstrates how the FICT 
psychosocial education process helped deal with those challenges. 
The FICT process works by assisting refugee families understand the 
conceptual frameworks underpinning Australian society, identify the 
challenges posed by cultural transition, and develop skills and coping 
mechanisms to deal with those challenges.


