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For more than 30 years 165,000 refugees  
from Western Sahara have been forced to live  
in camps in Algeria, while Morocco plunders  
their land. The United Nations and Western  
countries have repeatedly ignored their plight.  
But how much longer will the Sahrawis wait? 
OLGA YOLDI writes.

#$%&'()*&#(&
+(,$%'%



! "

!"#$%&'(!(&'(&)(*'(+#&,-".-%#&,*).//%&0*
1#"*-2(*%+!/(+(&-.-%#&*#1*.*/#&0$#3("'4(*
56$+.&'.-('* "(1("(&'4+* #&* ,(/1$'(-("$
+%&.-%#&*2.3(*7((&* 1#//#8('*79*.*2.",2*
)".):'#8&;*<4-*=.2".8%,*2.3(*&#-*0%3(&*
4!;* >?2(%"* 9(."&%&0* 1#"* ,(/1$'(-("+%&.$
-%#&@*-2(%"*2%,-#"9*#1*"(,%,-.&)(*-#*#))4!.$
-%#&@*-2(*!/%02-*#1*-2(*"(140((,@*.&'*-2(%"*
'(&%./*#1*A4,-%)(*7().4,(*#1*/#&0$&(0/()-$
('*56*"(,#/4-%#&,@*2.3(* /('*+.&9*-#*).//*
-2(* =.2".8%* !(#!/(* B?2(* C./(,-%&%.&,* #1*
D1"%).E@F*8"%-(,*A#4"&./%,-*G."-%&*H".I%(";*

>?#* .&9#&(* 3%,%-%&0* J(,-("&* =.2.".*
1#"*-2(*1%",-*-%+(@*-2(*/.&',).!(*).&*,((+*
.,* 2#,-%/(* .,* -2(* #)(.&* 8#4/'* 7(* -#* .*
,2%!8"():('*,.%/#"@F*8"%-(,*?#&9*K#'0(,@*
.4-2#"*#1* -2(*7##:*!"#$"%&'()*)%)+',*"'
-..$#'./')'0"#"%$'!)%1*K(*'(,)"%7(,*%-*.,*
7(%&0* (("%/9* ,%/(&-* .&'* .!!."(&-/9* /%1(/(,,*
%&*%-,*3.,-&(,,;*>L&*+#,-*J(,-("&*=.2.".@*
-2("(* .!!(.",* -#* 7(* &#-2%&0* 74-* "#):,*
.&'* ,-#&(,@* ,-"(-)2%&0* %&-("+%&.7/9* #3("*
+#&#-#&#4,*!/.%&,@*1#"*+%/(*4!#&*+%/(;F*
L&*.//@* -2(* -(""%-#"9*)#3(",*MNO@PQR*+%/(,@*
.&* ."(.* ,/%02-/9* /."0("* -2.&* -2(* 5&%-('*
S%&0'#+;* L-,* 7#"'(",* (T-(&'* 1#"* M@PUM*
+%/(,@* 8%-2* -2(* D-/.&-%)* V)(.&* #&* -2(*
8(,-@* G#"#))#* -#* -2(* &#"-2@* D/0("%.* #&*
-2(*&#"-2(.,-*.&'*G.4"%-.&%.*-#*-2(*(.,-*
.&'*,#4-2;

G.&9* -".3(/(",* 2.3(* 8"%--(&* .7#4-*
-2(* 2.",2&(,,* #1* -2(* =.2.".&* )/%+.-(;*
W3(&* #&* -2(* )#.,-@* 82("(* -2(* ."%'%-9* #1*
-2(* '(,("-* %,* -(+!("('* 79* -2(* +#%,-4"(*
7"#402-* 79* -2(* D-/.&-%)* 8%&',@* .&&4./*
".%&1.//* %,* .7#4-* -8#* %&)2(,;* X("9* #1-(&*
%-* %,* (3(&* /(,,;* ?(+!(".-4"(,* ,#."* -#* .&*
#!!"(,,%3(*2(.-*%&*-2(*+%''/(*#1*-2(*'.9@*
-2(&* -4+7/(* '4"%&0* -2(* &%02-@* '"#!!%&0*
-#*1"((I%&0*!#%&-*%&/.&'*#&*8%&-("*&%02-,;*
<(,%'(,* -2(,(* '".+.-%)* -(+!(".-4"(,* -2(*
=.2".8%,* 2.3(* -#* )#&-(&'* 8%-2* '(,("-*
8%&',* .&'* ,-#"+,* -2.-* ,8((!*.)"#,,* -2(*
0"(.-*!/.%&,@*"('4)%&0*3%,%7%/%-9*.&'*(&3(/$
#!%&0*(3("9-2%&0*%&*.*)/#4'*#1*,.&';*

Y(,!%-(*-2(*2.",2&(,,*#1* -2(*)/%+.-(*
.&'* -("".%&@* !(#!/(* 2.3(* ./8.9,* /%3('* %&*
J(,-("&*=.2.".;*?2("(*8("(*&#+.',@*82#*
-".3(//('*3.,-*'%,-.&)(,*%&*,(.")2*#1*8.-("*
.&'*!.,-4"(,* 1#"* -2(%"* ).+(/,*.&'*0#.-,;*
L&*-2(*,4++("*-2(9*8#4/'*0.-2("*."#4&'*
8(//,;* L&* -2(*8%&-("*+#&-2,*82(&* ,#+(*
".%&* 1(//* -2(9* 8#4/'* +%0".-(* -#* -2(* 1(8*
!.,-4"(,;* 6#+.',* 8("(* .-* -2(* +(")9* #1*
-2(*8(.-2(";*?2(9*:&(8*&#*1"#&-%(",;*6#*
8#&'("*-2(*).+(/*"%'(",*).//('*-2(+,(/3(,*
B,#&,*#1*-2(*)/#4',E;

?2%,* &#+.'%)* (T%,-(&)(* ).+(* -#* .&*
(&'*.*1(8*'().'(,*.0#*7().4,(*#1*)#&-%&$
4#4,* '"#402-,* .&'* -2(* '(3(/#!+(&-* #1*
!2#,!2.-(*+%&%&0;*

D* -"%7./* ,#)%(-9@* -2(* =.2".8%,* 8("(*
0#3("&('* 79* .&*D,,(+7/9* #1* H#"-9@* (.)2*
"(!"(,(&-%&0* #&(* -"%7(;* W.)2* -"%7(* 8.,*
'%3%'('* %&-#* ,47$-"%7(,@* 82%)2* 2.'* ,#*
+4)2*.4-#&#+9*-2.-*.*)#/#&%./*2%,-#"%.&*
1"#+* =!.%&* '(,)"%7('* -2(+* .,* /%3%&0* %&*
>)#+!/(-(*.&.")29F;*

=!.%&* !"#)/.%+('* -2(* -(""%-#"9* .*
!"#-()-#".-(* %&* MQQO* .&'* %-* 8.,* ".-%1%('*
.-* -2(* <("/%&* Z#&1("(&)(@* 82%)2* /('*
-#* -2(* !."-%-%#&* #1* D1"%).* 7(-8((&* -2(*
W4"#!(.&* !#8(",;* <4-* =.2".8%,* 1%(")(/9*
#!!#,('*-2(*=!.&%,2*1#")(,;*=(3("./*/%7("$
.-%#&*+#3(+(&-,*8("(*1#"+(';*?2(*/.-(,-*
#&(@* -2(* C#/%,."%#* H"#&-@*8.,* 1#4&'('* %&*
M[U\* %&*-2(*,-"400/(*.0.%&,-* -2(*=!.&%,2*
#))4!.-%#&;*

#$%&'()*+,(*-+./0/12
V3("* #&(* 7%//%#&* !(#!/(* 2.3(* 7((&*

,4))(,,14//9*'()#/#&%,('*#3("*-2(*!.,-*O]*
9(.",@* 9(-* J(,-("&* =.2.".* %,* ,-%//* "()#0$
&%,('*79*-2(*%&-("&.-%#&./*)#++4&%-9*.,*.*
&#&$,(/1$0#3("&%&0*-(""%-#"9;*

?2(* =!.&%,2* 0#3("&+(&-* 2.'* 7((&*
"(/4)-.&-*-#*.7.&'#&*-2(*-(""%-#"9*8%-2#4-*
(%-2("*2#/'%&0*.*"(1("(&'4+*#"*!.,,%&0*-2(*
'4-9*-#*-2(*56;*<4-*82(&*7#-2*G#"#))#*
.&'*-2(&*G.4"%-.&%.*#))4!%('*!."-,*#1*%-@*
-2(* )2.&)(* 1#"* .* &#"+./* '()#/#&%,.-%#&*
!"#)(,,* -4"&('* %&-#* .*'(,!(".-(* ,-"400/(*
1#"* ,4"3%3./@*7#-2* 1#"* -2(*=.2".8%*!(#!/(*
.&'*-2(%"*)#4&-"9;*

G#"#))#@* 82%)2* 8.&-('* -#* )/.%+*
,#3("(%0&-9* #3("* -2(* -(""%-#"9@* 7.,('* #&*
!.,-* -"%7./* -%(,*8%-2* -2(*+#&.")29@* :&(8*
-2.-*-2(*)2.&)(,*#1*8%&&%&0*.*"(1("(&'4+*
8("(* ,/%+* -#* &#&(@* ,#* G#"#))#E,* S%&0*
K.,,.&* '()%'('* -#* %&-("3(&(* 7(1#"(* -2(*
"(1("(&'4+*)#4/'* -.:(*!/.)(;* L&*.*'(/.9$
%&0*-.)-%)@*2(*!4-*2%,*).,(*7(1#"(*-2(*L&-("$
&.-%#&./*Z#4"-*#1*^4,-%)(*_LZ^`;*<4-*-2(*LZ^*
'()%'('*-2.-*G#"#))#*'%'*&#-*2.3(*.*/(0./*
)/.%+*#3("*-2(*-(""%-#"9a*>-2(*+.-("%./,*.&'*
%&1#"+.-%#&* !"(,(&-('* '#* &#-* (,-.7/%,2*
.&9* -%(*#1* -(""%-#"%./* ,#3("(%0&-9*7(-8((&*
-2(* -(""%-#"9* #1*J(,-("&* =.2.".* .&'* -2(*
S%&0'#+*#1*G#"#))#*#"*-2(*G.4"%-.&%.&*
(&-%-9;EE*

D,*.* ,2#8*#1*'(1%.&)(@*S%&0*K.,,.&*
)/.%+('*-2(*#!!#,%-(;*?2(*K.04(@*2(*-#/'*

2%,* ,47A()-,@* 2.'* 3%&'%).-('* 2%,* %""('(&-$
%,+a* \O]@]]]* G#"#)).&* )%3%/%.&,* 8#4/'*
+.")2*%&-#*-2(*=!.&%,2*=.2.".*%&*M[UO*.,*
+4A.2('%&* -#* "()/.%+* %-* 1#"* -2(* +#-2("$
/.&';* ?2(*b"((&*G.")2@* .,* %-* 8.,* -#* 7(*
:&#8&* /.-("@* ,-#!!('* ,2#"-* #1* "(.)2%&0*
-2(* =!.&%,2* B'%,,4.,%#&E* /%&(;* ?2(* 56*
4"0('*G#"#))#*-#*8%-2'".8*1"#+*=.2.".@*
74-*&#*(11()-%3(*.)-%#&*8.,*-.:(&*82(&*%-,*
"(,#/4-%#&,*8("(*%0&#"(';

?#*+.:(*+.--(",*8#",(@* -2(*G.'"%'*
D))#"'* _,%0&('* 8%-2#4-* -2(* :&#8/('0(*
.&'* ,.&)-%#&* #1* -2(* 56* .&'* 8%-2#4-*
)#&,4/-%&0*-2(*!#!4/.-%#&*#1*-2(*-(""%-#"9@*
#"* 1#//#8%&0* -2(* !"#)('4"(,* (,-.7/%,2('*
79* -2(* 56* 1#"* -2(* &#&$,(/1$0#3("&%&0*
-(""%-#"%(,`*2.'*-".&,1(""('*4&%/.-(".//9*-2(*
%&-("%+* .'+%&%,-".-%#&* 1#"* -2(* -(""%-#"9*
-#* =!.%&@*G#"#))#* .&'*G.4"%-.&%.@* 4&-%/*
=!.%&E,* 1#"+./* (T%-;* =(/1$'(-("+%&.-%#&*
8#4/'* -.:(*!/.)(* /.-("@* -2"#402*.* ,%+!/(*
)#&,4/-.-%#&* 8%-2* -2(* )#/#&%.//9* )#&,-%$
-4-('* 7#'9* #1* -"%7./* =.2.".&* (/'(",@* -2(*
^.+.E.;*<4-*7(1#"(*-2.-*)#4/'*2.!!(&@*-2(*
^.+.E.*'%,,#/3('*%-,(/1*'()/."%&0*-2(*C#/%,.$
"%#*-2(*-"4(*"(!"(,(&-.-%3(*#1*-2(*J(,-("&*
=.2.".&*!(#!/(;*

?2(*'()#/#&%,.-%#&*#1*J(,-("&*=.2.".*
)#4/'*&#-*2.3(*2.!!(&('*.-*.*8#",(*-%+(*
1#"*=!.%&;*?2(*0#3("&+(&-*8.,*%&*'%,."".9*
.,* b(&("./* H".&)#* )#//.!,('* %&-#* .* 1.-./*
)#+.;*

>D* !#8("* ,-"400/(* (&,4('* 7(-8((&*
-2#,(* ,9+!.-2(-%)* -#* %&'(!(&'(&)(*
.&'* -2#,(* 8#""%('* .7#4-* "(/.-%#&,* 8%-2*
G#"#))#@F*8"#-(*A#4"&./%,-*^.)#7*G4&'9;*
>J2%/(* -2(* /.--("* !4,2('* 1#"* -2(* 56* -#*
.!!/9* !"(,,4"(* -#* ,-#!* K.,,.&E,* b"((&*
G.")2@* -2(* 1#"+("* %&%-%.-('* .* )#&-"."9*
7%/.-("./* '%./#04(* -#* ."".&0(* .* +4-4.//9*
1.)($,.3%&0* .0"((+(&-* 8%-2* c.7.-;* <4-*
.//* ."#4&'* -2(* /(.'("/(,,*=!.&%,2*).7%&(-*
1(."('* -2.-* .* +(,,9* )#/#&%./* 8."* 8%-2*
G#"#))#*8.,*.-*2.&';F*

=!.%&* 8%-2'"(8* 1"#+* -2(* =.2.".* %&*
M[UN@*%&*"(-4"&*1#"*\O*!("*)(&-*#1*-2(*
!2#,!2.-(*+%&(,*.&'*1%,2%&0*"%02-,*
%&*=.2.".&*8.-(",*1#"*M]*9(.",;*D*
/#8$%&-(&,%-9*8."*1#//#8(';*G4)2*
#1*-2(*!#!4/.-%#&*1/('*-2(*-(""%-#"9*
-#*D/0("%.;*

<.):('* 79* D/0("%.@* C#/%,."%#*
/.4&)2('* .--.):,* .0.%&,-* G#"#)).&* .&'*

G.4"%-.&%.&* 1#")(,;* D/-2#402* 2(.3%/9*
#4-&4+7("('@*,4!("%#"*:&#8/('0(*#1*-2(*
-("".%&*.//#8('*C#/%,."%#* -#* "#.+*4&)2./$
/(&0('*%&*+#,-*#1*-2(*-(""%-#"9;

>C#/%,."%#*7().+(*-2(*+#,-*(11()-%3(*
04(""%//.*+#3(+(&-*%&*D1"%).@F*8"%-(,*?#&9*
K#'0(,;*>L&*+%/%-."9*-("+,@*%-*.)2%(3('*1."*

+#"(*-2.&*-2(*=JDCV*%&*6.+%7%.*#"*(3(&*
H"(/%+#*%&*C#"-404(,($"4/('*G#I.+7%d4(;*
L&*M[U[@*%-*1#")('*G.4"%-.&%.*-#*.7.&'#&*
%-,*-(""%-#"%./*)/.%+,*.&'*,4(*1#"*!(.)(;*<9*
M[QP* %-* 2.'* '"%3(&* -2(* G#"#)).&* ."+9*
%&-#*,+.//*(&)/.3(,*&(."*-2(*)#.,-*)#3("%&0*
&#*+#"(* -2.&*#&(* ,%T-2*#1* -2(* -(""%-#"9E,*
/.&'*."(.;F*

L&*M[QP@*C#/%,."%#*8.,*#&*-2(*3("0(*#1*
8%&&%&0* -2(*8."* .0.%&,-*G#"#))#*82(&*
/."0($,)./(* 5=* .&'* H"(&)2* +%/%-."9*
.,,%,-.&)(@* %&)/4'%&0* )#4&-("$%&,4"$
0(&)9* (d4%!+(&-* .&'* -".%&%&0@*
)2.&0('* -2(* (d4.-%#&* #1* -2(*

)#&1/%)-*%&*G#"#))#E,*1.3#4";
?2(* 8."* /.,-('* 4&-%/* M[[M* 82(&* .*

)(.,(1%"(* .0"((+(&-* 8.,* (,-.7/%,2('*
8%-2* -2(*2(/!*#1* -2(*56@*82%)2* %&,-.//('*
.* !(.)(:((!%&0* 1#")(* ).//('* GL65c=V;*
=.2".8%,* 8("(* #11("('* .* )2.&)(* .-* ,(/1$
'(-("+%&.-%#&@* -2#402* -2%,* -%+(* K.,,.&*

.--(+!-('*-#*"%0*-2(*3#-(*79*1/##'%&0*-2(*
!#//,*8%-2*G#"#)).&*,(--/(",@*82%)2*C#/%,.$
"%#*'%'*&#-*.))(!-;*

L&* M[[U* -2(* 1#"+("* 5=* =()"(-."9* #1*
=-.-(@*^.+(,*<.:("@*8.,*.!!#%&-('*79*56*
=()"(-."9*b(&("./*S#1%*D&&.&@*-#*!4-*-2(*
,-.0&.-('*!(.)(*!"#)(,,*7.):*#&*-".):;*L&*
P]]M@*2(*!"(,(&-('*-2(*H".+(8#":*D0"(($
+(&-@* .* !/.&* -2.-* %&)/4'('* -2(* %&-(0".$

-%#&* #1* J(,-("&* =.2.".*
%&-#* G#"#))#* .,* .&*
.4-#&#+#4,* "(0%#&*
_8%-2#4-* 04.".&-(($
%&0* -2.-* -2(* #!-%#&*

!"#$"%&'#()(%(*'$)"'%+(,'$+'&+!)"%"

“The strong and respected position of women, 
the high literacy rates and the democratic 
government in exile could be an admirable role 
model in the region” Annette O’Neill
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