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Italian author loretta 
napoleoni is the best selling 
author of terror Incorpo-
rated and insurgent Iraq. she 
is an expert on financing of 
terrorism and advises several 
governments on counter 
terrorism. she is senior partner 
of g risk, a london based 
risk agency. as chairman of 
countering terrorism financing 
group for the club de madrid, 
napoleoni brought heads of 
state from round the world 
together to create a new strat-
egy for combating the financ-
ing of terror networks.

loretta is an economist 
and journalist. she has written 
rogue economics where she 
tackles capitalism’s dark side 
particularly the economics 
of illegal, criminal terrorist 
activities worldwide. here is 
an excerpt from one of her 
lectures:

do you know that almost 
a perfect correlation links 
the spreading of democracy 
and the rising of slavery? If 
the number of democratic 
countries increases so does the 
global pool of slaves. and that 
today the price of a slave is a 
fraction of what was during 
the roman empire? 

how many people are 
aware that the fall of the Berlin 
Wall boosted the globalized 
sex industry? that piracy is on 

the rise everywhere and money 
laundering, a multi billion-
dollar business involving banks 
and financial organizations, is 
booming? and do we know 
why house prices are skyrock-
eting? not because banks are 
suddenly good samaritans but 
thanks to the fall in Western 
salaries that kicked-started the 
global deflationary era. 

these are some of the 
fantasies and illusions that 
populate our world; we live 
in a planet plunged into deep 
commercial and economic 
turmoil, run by a new breed of 
entrepreneurs, globalization 
outlaws: chinese counterfeit-
ers, russian oligarchs, internet 
porno-businessmen, Bulgarian 
mafia, urban gangs and politi-
cians turned great illusionists. 
this is also the kingdom of 
rogue economics, a feral force 
endemic to any great transfor-
mation, a phenomenon that 
since the fall of the Berlin Wall 
has resurfaced. 

the most dangerous 
conduit of rogue economics 
is the global market. almost 
every product we consume 
hides a dark secret: the shelves 
of supermarkets are full of 
products brought to us by 
slaves, 75% of the fish we eat 
has been fished illegally and 
the housing market is infested 
with money launderers. the 

global market makes all of us, 
the consumers, the unaware 
business partners of globali-
zation outlaws. When we buy 
a wedding ring made with 
the gold extracted by congo-
lese children enslaved by 
pitiless war-lords, gold illegally 
trafficked into uganda by 
gangs of smugglers, and sold 
with fake certificates provided 
by rogue trading companies, 
we tie important commer-
cial knots with the sinister 
underworld of the illegal and 
criminal economy of central 
africa. 

We ignore the dark 
secrets of what we consume 
because we are trapped inside 
the market matrix, a complex 
network of political illusions, 
commercial and economic 
fantasies. We believe that the 
global village we inhabit is an 
idyllic world. 

to glance at reality we 
have to escape from the 
market matrix and look at the 
global village from outside its 
boundaries, through the eyes 
of the victims of globalization 
outlaws: the slaves, the one 
billion people who live with 
less than a dollar a day, the 
Western middle class which 
is sinking into poverty, those 
who loose their home because 
of the supreme mortgage crisis 
and those who loose their 

savings because of that. 
But there is hope! this 

is not the first time human-
ity sinks into these illusions. It 
happened during the Indus-
trial revolution, when the 
rising english middle class 
ignored that their prosperous 
life style was directly linked to 
the inhuman exploitation of 
children, women and penni-
less people inside the english 
work-houses. rogue econom-
ics is the underlying current 
of progress, always looming 
in the background of history, 
ready to take over at times of 
great transformations. When 
politics fails to sail through-
out the tempest of progress, 
profit-making takes the lead 
and people loose track of 
reality. 

today rogue economics is 
once again reshaping the world 
by promoting the partnership 
between chinese economics 
and Islamic finance. the signs 
of this alliance are already 
apparent in africa where 
Islamic banks and chinese 
industrialists are cooperating to 
access its resources. a new axis 
running from china to south 
africa via the middle east will 
be the epicenter of the future 
system and Western countries 
will rest at the periphery of the 
new world ….
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STARTTS is delighted to report that the most 
recent budget has delivered something that 

we have been wanting for a long time. It was 
recently announced that the Rudd government will 

finally abolish the Temporary Protection Visa (TPV) 
Scheme that has forced thousands of refugees into a state of 

permanent limbo, living in Australia without hope or certainty.

Under the scheme, asylum seekers to 
australia were only eligible for tempo-
rary, three year protection visas and 

had to build a life here despite the knowledge 
that they may be sent back when their time had 
expired. on top of this crippling uncertainty, 
people on tPVs had no travel rights, reduced 
access to refugee settlement services such as 
english language programs, employment and 
income assistance, and could not be reunited 
with other family members.

the tPV program was a disastrous policy 
for refugee communities in australia, leaving 
families separated and vulnerable for many 

years. It also had very damaging effects on the 
mental health of many tPV holders, as they 
were denied the opportunity to rebuild their 
lives in australia with the security and support 
they deserve.

this announcement means that not only 
is australia finally doing its part to help ease 
the global refugee crisis, but that close to 1000 
refugees will now finally have the security to 
rebuild their lives in australia, with access to a 
full range of government services and support. 
refugees can hope for a brighter future, and we 
can be sure that australia will benefit from their 
enhanced ability to contribute to our society. n
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